“Vehist's eoing on in Southem Baplist e

oomy? That quasion 1% 8 puzzie 10 most
Baptists. Mot understanding the bachk-
graucd o7 ihe people nvplvad, some are
ez, Ofhers upact, some angored
and sl others are dowrwight disgusied.
Whet epuses the wrhulence?

-1 have 30 cwnutes o dea! with Distons
sersorafiies and grcumsiances with which
1 have been parsonally cannetiad or have
personally observed and in outline form try
o oescribe what i happening loday i
Soptker Sapngt He that brings sbout the
presem sivsabon of queshoning, CONCRM-
nation, gritcism and siowdown o our for-

T wars mgvement.

“If we could just get Southem Baptsts

in calm down enpugh io think with their
brains instead of their emotions, we'd Ye
over 90 percent of our present-day prob-
lem. For example, Babe Ruth, who had
more home rung than any other man for 8
‘generation, also strutk out mote than any
$ee him as the home-run king or the sirile-
mﬁmmmmmmam

“} came across His.denominationsl

— probigm in 1870, That was nine yesss be-

iora if surfaced and becams public. Fdisso-
vered that a man whom | knew quite welt
in 7 state on the Eastern Seaboard was an
associate editor of a magazine publishing

things hat weren't precisely true. | calied .

hins snd asked for 2 ponforence and spent
ssveral hours in his prasence to iy and
pick his mind and seg how he was thinking.
Arnong other things, he said, 'We're going
io do whatever it takes io talie over the
siate convention and the Southern Baplist
Comention, znd we intend 1o do I as
atuckiy as it can be accomplished.” -

“Cirel, he stzted that he was mad with
ine system by which irustees were slected,
not =t us g3 an instiisn. But he atiacked
e insriution 1o gat &1 the trusioes.

“Tha second thing was his determination
ip conirel both state convertens and the
Sauthemn Baplist Conwvention, and he was
not sectetive or anologetic about i, The
third thing was that he identified som:
the leaders by name. To show how wall
thay have sucosaded, he named four men
o ma, Ons betame a parligmentarian al-

___ mostimmetiately and three othars are now
‘serving s irustses-on Southorn Bspiist

it
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beards and 2goncies in fulfliment of his
was going to accomplish his pumpose, and
he said, 'We're going fo organizahe losers

of every sioclion and cause of Southem

Baptist history we can identily.’

neverdo, The South is still fighting the Clvi
War. The North forgot there ever was ona.’
He feit # thay could ideniify and organize
the lossrs, they would have Ihe majoriiy.

“Next, { said, ‘Under what specigl issue
are you goin,, o fly a flag?’ He said, ‘We
haven't picked it yat, but when we pick it,
it will be one thal no one gan givé rebuttal
1o without hopeléasiy geiiing himself inlo
controversy.’ That was the summary of our
conversation.

"This experience caused me io watch
the movament closely for a period of sev-
eral yeurs as it worked silently, not exactly
underground; for they werg slating their
purpase and method clearly. Thoy were not
publicizing it yet, but they ware arganizing
and idenfifying the penple they wanted o
pull tagether in 2 very oasely knit coalition
of lnsers of the past in order o control the
agengios through their newly elected trus-
isas. That's the background under which
the controversy started seven yaars before
it openly surfacad.

“The first time wa see the controversy

#

addresses

president of the Sunday Sohool Board, spoke to empioyees on

surfacing is at the Sauthern Baplist Con-
vention in Houslon i 1978 where they
sccomplished some of their abjectives. in
Houstos: thers were vidous public altacks
vpon agencios. cspecially the seminaties.
There were altacks on every ex-prasident
of the Southem Baptist Convartion. There
was an gitack on Duke MeCall, who had
dency. They called him an slechoiic even
though be had served as president of the
Unitad Dry Forces in Kentucky. Griticism
had gotten out of hand. Criticism is the vehi-
cle of change in a democralic process, bul
it must be kept under contrgd and it must
he fruthiul

s@ was inr Houston that two of these
Iost causes emerged publicly, One of them
wasmbargumentabnutmeu;euimewm
infalfbility’ as i concemns the Bible. And
the implication was if you to not us= the
werd infallibility that is prima facia evideroo
that you do not believe the Bible. Thiswas
itnpliad over and over again and that se-
came the main issue. This means they did
natexamneandaemﬁh;stmymrate!y
for ins e 1520 this question arose when
our first stastement of faith was being dé-
yeloped.

“y, B, Y, Mulllng had opposed writing
anyrdammbaﬁnna! dogtrine statements of

) tatth on the grounds that Ristory has proved
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question of SBC turbulence

that if Baplists formulate a ststement of
faith, within the foreseeable future it will be
looked upon as & creed. It would be used
to judge and discipline others rather than
to merely confass our own faith.

“When they cameto asiatementonthe
Bible, Mullins set forth his theologieal point
of view as the greatest theologian among
Baptists. Hig position was that the Bible
does not elaim infailibility for iself. Rather,
it stresses our relationship to it, Instead of
what it is. His position was that the Bible
and the Holy Spirit both magnify Jesus.
_ “Criticism which can be used construc-

tivaly in a democracy has gotten out of
hand—I've waiched R closely. What has
Been the result? As we ook at the con-
troversy, we see that there have been
boyeottings of speakers and booings from
time o fime. Thera is a tragic dissipation.
of sur energy in argument. We magnily the
weaknecses of dther persons rather than
their strengths. We send insiructed mes-
sengers o the Convention when instructed
messengers are aclually delegates and
under Souther Baplist polity they should

.. not pe seated.

“These seminarz and rallies have
bagn sponsored and used very largely to
promote a particular cause in the conflict
even when the Peace Commiitee has re-
quested that they cool it We ses an inex-
perienced ieadership who do not under-
stand the background and therefore make
glaring blunders. We see lawsuits. These
are just some of the things that have grown
out of the controversy so carafully plannad
and executed.”

Sutlivan contrasted the present situation
with the unionin the lats 17003 of Parficular
and an educated clergy, and Separate Bap-
lists, wha ernphagized informality and pre-
millenialism. Particular Baptisis camea from:
England ang started congregations such
as First Baptist Church, Charleston, S.C.
Separate Baplists had their beginnings in
Sandy Creek, N.C., under the leadership
af Shubal Stearns.

“These iwo operated separately, but
they had most of the thihgs in common,”
said Sullivan. “They believed in Christ.
They magnified the church. They belisved

"~ in svangelism.

“Gradually, leaders began o see thatto-
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gether they could build agreater denomina-
tion,” Sullivan said.

“We nsed 1o examine in aitof this where
Southern Baptists are. On one side are the
umm«alswmmnkmﬁ\e&bieasﬁma
more than a Sears and Roebuck catalog.
Next, you have the liberals who have 2
lesser concept than we do about the Bible,
butthey believo pans of it and reject others.
Then you have the conservatives who like

‘10 take the Bible as itis but recognize that .

there are some things in it that are not to
e taken literally, fike 'If your right hand
offends vou, chop i off.” As far as you can
goto the ragmﬂaﬁzemnsewanves

Thera you have the Pharisaical legalisis,
extreme lteralists and snake handiers.
They're the ones who say you have to be
vaptized foba saved. They'rethe oneswho
say the wine and bread are the body and
blood of Christ. We don't go that far.

*We Southern Baptistsare all conser-
vatives, except for a few, Terminology is
the problem. What do you call those on
each side of our congervatism? Perhaps
we should call them Leitists and Rightists.
But unfortunately, we've had gbout 5 par-
cent o break out of thesae borders on either
side. | talked at length with a leader of the
present controversy. He says not more
than & percent of the Southem Baptists dis-
pelieve the Bible. | agree. Butthere are a
Tow.

“The Peace Committee has had a prob-
1sm of irying 16 identify the groups involved.
They're both out of bounds. Ang it's 5 per-
sent either way. So, here we are trying o
oaperate as a denomination with these
dynamic forces atwork. We are peoplewho

Befisve in the Bible. We are people who

“When You get a controversy going,
Bere's what happens. You have these two
groups within the conservalive spectrum,
Dne begins to argue and that side widens.
iAs they argue the centar diminishes. in-
‘stiwtions get caught in the middle in a nar-
rowing field where if they say anything. it's
:antacked by the opposite extreme. And
there’s our condition in our present situa-
“ion. The thing that is producing the most
of the misungerstanding at this presentmo-

ment is that ihe present group in charge of
sthings apparently has determined that no-

Badymﬂheemaadatmsteeofanysoumr

emaapustmsﬁmumwhodaﬁmtbe!mﬂ
1o this exireme rightist group. The historical
poucyofwc:memmhasbeemhatwe
should have trustess that represent the
mwwnsenamegmmmonmmmey
can minister to the total constituency.
Mmsgomgtoheﬁiamm?ﬁwa
continue the argument, we don't get any-
where. We are in a tug of war. We reach
an impasse. We waste our energy. We
wear gach other down and the only resuit
is exhaustion. We mustn't continue to do

“this.

“Solutions proposed by the Peace
Committee may aciually win out. They may
come up with a permanent solution. God
help them. | hope they do. Their main con-
ribution thus far has been to try {0 quelt
the disturbance and announce the reality
of diversity. If you want 1o know who the
axiramisis are at each end of the SBC
spectrum right now, you. identify the ones
who are holding rallies during the time that
the Pezce Commiltee has asked them not
10. They've refused to cooperate with the
Peace Committea thal's trying 1o quiet the
volcanic emotion. The Peace Committee
knows full well fhat one can whip up emc-
tion beyond a cartain point; human judg-
ment then shuts off. That's what makes a
mob. The Peace Committe2 is trying 10
quietftdown,whichisﬁxéwisestand. i3
thay could only take quiet time and under-
stand the problem, | thinkwe can come oit
af it.

“Cine otherthing is possible. Wecanthen
ragain our sense of direction which thope
will"bo the answer. The Sunday School
Board dossn't fry to minister t© the ox-
tremists who are out of bounds at each
end. Butinsofaras it canitneeds tominister
{0 the totality of conservative Baptists.

“It is the lack of one fact that can make
us misundorstand. We need io get 1o
Southern Baptgits with facts and they will
responagorrec!iy Then we must follow up
with intensive training and indoctrination in
our history, baliefs, practices and stands.
What we need is to agvance forward, This
is the right direction. It Is not o pull this
way, that way, or another. Our direction
must be upward, forward, onward.-That's
whore Gad is, and that's wherg the fulure
for Southem Baplists must be.”
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